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The fool also explains these military functions in the by far longest
monologue of the play. The fool is mocking the fortification of power
with the help of armies. He creates his own army, an army of fools.
His foolish soldiers then terrorize him, want to be fed and are rather
insatiable. The fool gives three reasons for building his own army.
First, everybody seeks to protect himself with armies. Second, he needs
subordinates in order to exert power. He cannot establish a hierarchy
being by himself, “denn wo ich einen Soldaten hencken lasse / so
mufl ich selber dran / und damit ist das Regiment ruiniret” (Werke 1:
208). Last but not least, he intends to partake in crime: “Nun wil ich
helffen rauben / brennen / todschlagen / und was sonst vor sieben
freie Kiinste in der Welt mehr sind. Aber einen Mangel hab ich noch
...." —an army (Werke 1: 207). Weise’s critique of the militaristic
means employed to establish absolutist control could hardly be clearer
to those acquainted with his political philosophy.

Summarizing the analysis of Masaniello, one finds that Weise
characterized the Neapolitan administration according to Conring’s
definition of absolutist rule. A selfish ruling elite disregards the wel-
fare of the state and its inhabitants. In doing so, the administration
endangers the state and even violates constitutional law. In order to
maintain its power, it has to rely on the clergy and use military force.
Considering that absolutist ambitions were the political motives pro-
pelling the Thirty Years’ War, Masaniello responds to this historical
legacy by proposing ex negativo a political design, which can secure
social and political peace. The very issue proposed in Masaniello refers
us 1o the Thirty Years’ War: taxation had been the bone of conten-
tion which led to the outbreak of the war, since the Emperor sought
to expand his power through fiscal means at the cost of the Bohemian
estates. Both the tax privilege that the people of Naples wanted to
reinstall and the Peace of Westphalia were constitutional laws which
curtailed the power of the monarch and the ruling elite, and thus
provided for the common welfare.

Weise’s Masaniello provided his students with an effective
model to test his teachings. The play does not offer a simplistic affir-
mation of the learning material. Instead, it provides only negative
examples and is essentially open-ended. With the revolutionary effort
coming to naught and the administration determined to continue its
business as usual, the initial conflict is unresolved.
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The play was performed February 11, 1682, and may have
been intended as an homage to Conring, who had died the previous
year. Thus, “[die] vielen nachdencklichen Lehren / welche aus dieser
Historie hervor strahlen” (Werke 1: 372) that his students and his au-
dience were supposed to learn from the play, may intentionally be
the most pronounced and most complex representation of Conring’s
political legacy in Weise’s plays. While autonomous and autocratic
rulers and their administrators tend to serve themselves more readily
than the commonwealth, constitutional laws support the common
good and ensure that one element of the social body cannot gain the
upper hand. It is not a political or social party against which Conring
and Weise take a stance. Instead, they criticize the breach of constiru-
tional law for the sole advantage of the mayestas privata. They argue
against unconstitutional government.

Hence we see the Neapolitan revolution fail at the moment
when its leader Masaniello becomes self-indulgent and thus turns into
an absolutist ruler himself. Weise’s students would have noticed that
not only Masaniello’s lack of political prudence caused the downfall
of the revolt. At the same time, his lack of political prudence could
only be so disastrous because he represented an enormous concentra-
tion of power in the first place. Staging Conring’s political ideas,
Weise’s “nachdenckliche[ ] Lehren” (Politische Fragen 372) call for a
universally extended application of the Peace of Westphalia concept
of a disempowered power. A concentration of power as seen in the
hands of the evil-spirited viceroy as well as in the hands of the well-
meaning Masaniello is always prone to misuse if not kept in check by
representative political bodies. The play was written at a time in which
political events seemed to unsettle the political landscape of Upper
Lusaua for reasons similar to the causes of the Thirty Years’ War.
Weise’s Masaniello can be read as an attempt to rewrite the Peace of
Westphalia because genuine and dependable order and stability could,
according to Weise, only be gained if all parts of society were in-
cluded in the design of the peace.
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Notes

'Conring 1s most noted today as the founder of German legal his-
tory on account of his De origine juris Germanici (Herberger and Stolleis 46).
Yet in his own time, Conring was a scholar of international reputation and
influence. From 1650 to 1660 he was the personal physician of and political
counselor to Queen Christina of Sweden, advising her also during the time
of her abdication. He also received a scholarship from King Louis XIV of
France, who sought to influence political scholars to render a positive judg-
ment of his government by such financial advances (Dreitzel, Absolutismus
59). But Conring showed himself unimpressed by such favors and instead
criticized French Absolutism: “Der franzésische Staat ist eine Despotie, die
vorrangig nach den Interessen des Herrschers regiert wird. . . .Es heiflt, daf8
das Volk zur Armut verurteilt ist, und . . . dafl die Privilegien in Frankreich
nicht beachter werden” (63-4).

?For derailed information concerning the student body of the Zittau
secondary school during Weise's rectorship, see Horn 163-68. As Kaiser points
out, the statistics which Horn provides, may not be representative (165).

*For Weise's connections in the scholarly community, see Arnhardt
175 and Wollgast 103-24.

See Martini 169-96, Szarota 173-81, and Reichelt 138-59.

SCompare Zeller, Pidagokik und Drama.

*See Kaiser 123-45.

’See Burger 75-93, Martini 169-96, Szarota 173-81, and Reichelt
138-59.

fSee Reichelt 138-59.

*See Kaiser 123-45.

"SeeReichelt 138-59. .

"'See Burger 75-93, Martini 169-96, and Szarota 173-81.

“The city magistrate had in fact ordered the annual performance of
school dramas in 1594. In 1602, the humanistically oriented rector Melchior
Gerlach made this instruction part of the regular Schulordnung. See Arnhardt
174.

YRegarding the epilogue of Masaniello, Szarota remarks: “Im Laufe
des Epilogs nimmt Weise fast alles zuriick, was er in seinem Stiick so lebendig
vergegenwirtigt hatte, Da schmeichelt er dem Adel und findet Worte hichster
Anerkennung fiir diejenigen, die er zuvor scharf kritisiert hatte” (212). Kai-
ser arrives at a similar interpretation of the plot summary and the epilogue,
bur concludes that these misrepresentations were a lesson in simulation and
dissimulation for Weise’s students (142-43). Emrich attempts to explain this
contradiction as Weise's self-censorship. He speculates, “daff Christian Weise
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dieses Trauerspiel vom Rebellen Masaniello nicht ohne Angst und Sorge
auffiihrte, man kénne seine Absichten mifverstehen und in dem Stiick eine
geheime Aufforderung zum Sturz der Herrschenden und zur Befreiung der
‘niedrigen Menschen’ wittern. Um dem vorzubeugen, lief} er der Auffiithrung
eine Nachrede folgen” (214).

USee Burger 75-93 and Reichelt 138-59.

BThese parallels constitute a significant element in Kaiser’s argu-
mentation, because they show that Weise did indeed critically respond to the
political situation of his time. Despite a considerable number of disapprov-
ing reviews of Kaiser's argumentation, subsequent scholarship has largely
failed to address Weise’s reference to these political events. This reference is
contradictory to Reichelt’s contention that Weise was in support of the landed
gentry, since his choice of material heavily implicates the landed gentry in
the absolutist abuse of power, as Reichelt indirectly argues himself (139-44).

¥Through the viceroy’s daughter Celinde, we learn “dafl mein Vater
Befehl gab / den Fischerknecht mit den késtlichsten Weine zu REGALIren”
(Werke 1: 332). The verb “REGALIren” is derived from Regalien, a notion very
important to Weise in his Politische Fragen (9-11). Regalien are the rights and
symbols of official statesmanship and power. Since the word is derived from
the Latin rex, it has maintained the meaning of “pertaining to the king” as
well as “royal prerogative.” Thus by accepting and consuming the wine,
Masaniello takes on royal rights—an act that violates the charter which the
people of Naples gave him.
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