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be identified with either of these characters is untenable, since both of 
these figures contribute only to the reproduction and deepening of 
the conflict, not to its solution. In fact, the characters o f the politick
ing archbishop and his entourage of rather worldly monks could have 
served as a reminder of Weise's criticism concerning po litical involve
ment of the Catholic Church. The teacher had explicitly criticized 
the cooperation of the Catholic church with Spain in order to keep 
the provi nces of Sicily and Naples under Spanish rule: 

Was Italien berrifft / ist Span ien mil clem Pabst und den 
ub rigen Staaden deshalben einig / dafi man alles IN STATU 
QUO fein ruhig soli bleiben lassen. Drum werden sie wol 
allen moglichen FleiB an wenden / damit urn selbige Gegend 
kein weitlaufftiges Kriegs- Feue r ausbrechen m age. (Politische 
hagen 303) 

Accordingly, the archbishop is called "ein Erhalter des Estaats" (Werke 
1: 197) for abusing his religious authority over the citizens of Naples 
and Masaniel lo, that is, as a keeper of tbe Spanish estate, not a keeper 
of the state of Naples. Again, Weise implicitly equates the violation 
of constitutional law with the annihilation of the state of Naples . 
Con ring, who supported the complete separation of state administra
tion from religion and advocated religious tolerance, even made the 
Catholic clergy responsible for the rise of absolute monarchies: "lmmer 
wenn Kleriker als Stellverteter des Monarchen regieren, wird der 
Freiheitdes Volkes Abbruch getan; den geistlichen Dienern verdanke 
die 'monarchia herilis' ihren Aufstieg» (Dreitzel, Absolutismus 64). 
Weise's students might have deduced that Conring's opinion was not 
only fo rmed by contemporary politics, but also inspired by hisrorical 
observation . The Thirty Years' War had been started for presumably 
religious reasons. The Catholic Emperor sought absolutist control 
over the H oly Roman Empire. and the Protestant princes and estates 
endeavored to counteract these absolutist ambitions of the Catholic 
central power. Apart from the war being a subject of history, we can 
assume that it still was very vivid in the public and private imagin a
tion of the time. Except for a few comm emorative plagues. there was 
hardly any physical evidence of the impact the Thirty Years' War had 
on Ziuau (pescheck 1: 37, Dudeck 37). Still, Weise's students prima-
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rily belonged to the ge neration which had been born into th e horro rs 
of this war. 

With respect to the im pact of the Th iny Yea rs ' War on the 
polit ical outlook of the 17th century, it is important to em phasize the 
play's comment on militaristic institutions and their use by absoluti st 
rulers; a topic. which has been entirely neglected by scholars so far. 
lmmediareiy after the defeat o f the Neapoliran revolt, t he arch bishop 
advises the viceroy to secure his victory: "Es wi rd rath sam seyn [ ... ] 
daB also fon die Spanischen Soldate n wiederum auf ihre Post en 
angewiesen werden" (Werke 1: 386). G iven the po rtrayal o f the armed 
forces throughout the drama, Weise's s[Udents were unlikely to per
ceive th is advice as the reestablishment of law and order. In Masa1llello, 
the armed fo rces stand for chaos and The army of ban
dits assassinate Masaniello in a church whi le he is negotiati.ng the rein
statement of constitulionallaw. The unarmed and helpless MasanielJo 
is s bO( by four men. According to the most prominent character of 
the play, the fool, the army is an organization of robbers: "Und wie 
sprechen die Soldaten: es ist keine Siinde / das ich stehle / der H err 
behalt doch nichts davon: nehm ichs nicht / so nimts ein ander" (179). 

The portrayal of the armed forces in Masanielio was reminis
cent of the way in which the T hirty Years' War was fought . The fact 
that the military plays such an important part in thi s school drama 
also has a concrete historical background. As examples may serve the 
miJitary defeating the Bohemian peasant uprising and the absolut ist 
po licies of Johann Georg ill, who was preoccupied with militaristic 
institutions. Aher becoming the Elector of Saxony in 1680, Johann 
Georg m had immediately starred government reforms, spent a great 
amount o f tax revenue on the military and by 1682 had o rganized 
Saxony's first standin g amlY. a fo rce of 10,000 men (Naumann 137). 
Weise's students could learn from Conring what role the military 
would play in the Saxony of Johann Georg m: 

Nach Conrin gs Auffassung bedurfte jede Despotie und 
T yran ni s fremder oder landese igener Soldner. di e 
KriegfUhrung mit Soldnerheeren bedurhe wiederum groBer 
Steuerleistungen der Umertanen: Die absolute MOJ1 archie wird 
von Beginn als Erorberungs-, Militar- und Finanzst aat gesehen. 
(Dreitzel, Absolutismus 64-65) 
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The foo l also explains these military functions in the by far longest 
monologue of the play. The fool is mocking the fortification of power 
with the help of armies. He creates his own army, an army of fools. 
His foolish soldiers then terrorize him, want to be fed and are rather 
insat iable . The fool gives three reasons for building his own army. 
First, everybody seeks to protect himself with armies. Second, he needs 
subordinates in order to exert power. He cannot establish a hierarchy 
being by himself, "denn wa ich einen Soldaten hencken lasse / so 
mulS jeh seIber dran / und daout ist das Regiment ruiniret" (Werke 1: 
208). Last but not least, he intends to partake in crime: "N lin wil ieh 
helffen rauben / brennen / todschlagen / und was sonst var sieben 
freie Kunste in der Welt mehr sind . Aber einen Mangel hab ich noch 
. . . . " - an army (Werke 1: 207) . Weise's critique of the militaristic 
means employed to establish absolutist control could hardly be clearer 
to those acquainted with his political phi losophy. 

Summarizing the analysis of Masaniello, one finds that \Y/eise 
characterized the Neapolitan administ ration according to Cooring's 
definition of absolutist rule. A selfish ruling elite disregards the wel
fare of the state and its inhabitants. In doing so, the administration 
endangers the state and even violates constittltionallaw. In order to 
maintain its power, it has to rely on the clergy and use military force . 
Considering that absolutist ambit ions were the political motives pro
pelling the Thirty Years' War, MasaniefLo responds to this historical 
legacy by proposing ex negativo a political design , which can secu re 
social and political peace. The very issue proposed in Masaniello refers 
us to the Thirty Years' War: taxatio n had been the bone of conten
tion which led to the outbreak of the war) since the Emperor sought 
to expand his power th rough fiscal means at the cost of the Bohemian 
estates. Both the tax privilege that the people of Naples wanted to 
reinstall and the Peace of Westphalia were constitutional laws which 
curtailed the power of the monarch and the ruling elite, and t hus 
provided for the common welfare. 

Weise's Masanielio provided his students with an effective 
model to test his teachings. T he play does not offer a simplistic affir
mation of the lea rning material. Instead, it provides only negative 
examples and is essentially open-ended. With the revolutionary effort 
coming to naught and the administration determined to continue its 
business as usual, the initial conflict is unresolved. 
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The play was performed February II, 1682, and may have 
been intended as an homage to Coming, who had died the previous 
year. Thus, "[die) vieleo nachdencklichen Lehren I welche aus dieser 
H istoric hervor strahlen" (Werke 1: 372) that IllS students and his au· 
dience were supposed to learn from the play, may intentionally be 
t he most pronounced and most complex representation of Conring's 
policicallegacy in Weise's plays. While aUlonomous and autocratic 
rulers and their administrators tend to serve themselves more readily 
than the commonwealth, constitutional laws suppOrt the common 
good and ensure that one element of the social body cannot gain the 
upper hand. It is not a political or social party against which Conring 
and Weise take a stance. Instead, they criticize the breach of constiw
tionallaw for the sole advantage of t4e majestas privata. They argue 
against unconstirutional government. 

Hence we see the Neapolitan revolution fa il at the moment 
when its leader Masaniello becomes self-indulgent and thus turns into 
an absolutist ruler himself. Weise's students w~uld have noticed that 
not only Masan iello's lack of political prudence caused the downfall 
of the revolc. At the same time, his lack of political pmdence could 
only be so disastrous because he represented an enormous concentra
tion of power in the first place. Staging Conring's political ideas, 
Weise's "nachdenckliche[ ) Lehren" (Politische hagen 372) call for a 
universally extended application of the Peace of Westphalia concept 
of a disempowered power. A concentration of power as seen in the 
hands of t he evil-spirited viceroy as well as in the hands of the well
meaning Masaniello is always prone to misuse if not kept in check by 
representative political bodies. The play was written at a time in which 
political events seemed to unsettle the political landscape of Upper 
Lusatia for reasons similar to the causes of the Tbirty Years' War. 
Weise's Masaniello can be read as an attempt to rewrite the Peace of 
Westphalia because genuine and dependable order and stability could, 
according to Weise, only be gained if all parts of society were in
cluded in the design of the peace. 

Yale University 
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Notes 

lConring is most noted today as the founde r of German legal his
tory on account of his De orlgmejuT15 Gemuwlci (Herberger and Stolleis 46). 
Yet in his own time, Conring was a scholar of international reputation and 
influence. From 1650 to 1660 he was the personal physician of and pol iti.cal 
counselor to Queen Christina of Sweden, advising her also during the time 
of her abdication . H e also received a scholarship from King Louis XN of 
France, who sought to influence political scholars to render a positive judg
ment of his government by such financial advances (Dreitz.el, Abso/utismlls 
59). But Conring showed himself unimpressed by such favors and insread 
criticized French Absolutism: "Der franzosische Staat ist eine Despotie, die 
vorrangig nach den Interessen des H errschers regien wird .... Es heilh, daIl 
das Volk zur Armut verurteilt ist, und ... daIl die Privilegien in Frankreich 
nicht beachtet werden" (63·4). 

lFor detailed information concerning the student body of the Zinau 
sec:ondaryschool during Weise's rectorship, see Horn 163-68. As Kaiser points 
Out, the statistics which Horn provides, may not be represeOlative (165). 

'For Weise's connections in the schol<lrly community, see Arnhardt 
175 and Wollgast 103-24. 

138-59. 

'See Martini 169-96, Szarota 173-8 1, and Reichelt 138-59. 
sCompare Zeller, Pfit1agokik Itnd Drama. 
'See Kaiser 123-45. 
7See Burger 75-93, Martini 169-96, Sz.a.rota 173-81, and Reichelt 

ISee Reichelt 138-59. 
'See Kaiser 123-45. 
10000Reichelt 138·59. 
lISee Burger 75·93, Martini 169-96, and Surota 173-81. 
Iry'he city magistrate had in fact ordered the annual performance of 

school dramas in 1594. In 1602, the humanistically oriented rector Melchior 
Gerlach made this insrruction pan of the regular Schldordmmg. See Arnhardt 
171. 

IlRegatding the epilogue of Masanie/Jo, Szarota remarks: "'1m Laufe 
des Epilogs nimmt Weise fast alles wruck, was er in sei nem Stuck so lebendig 
vergegenwartigt hatte. Oa schmeichelt erdem Adel und findet Worte hochster 
Anerkennung rur diejenigen, die er zuvor scharf kr itisien halte~ (21 2). Kai
ser arrives at a similar interpretation of the plot summary and the epilogue, 
bur concludes that t hese misrepresemations were a Jesson in simulation and 
dissimulation for Weise's students (142-43). Emrich attempts to explain this 
contradiction as Weise'sself-censorship. H e speculates, "daB Christian Weise 
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dieses T rauerspieJ vom Rebellen Masaniello nichl ohge Angst und Sorge 
auffi..ihrte, man konne seine Absichten miBverstehen und in dem Stuck cine 
geheime Aufforderung zum StuTZ der Herrschenden und wr Befreiung der 
'niedrigen Menschen' wittern. Um dem vorzubeugen, lieB er der Auffiih rung 
eine Nachrede folgen" (214). 

JoSee Burger 75-93 and Reichelt 138-59. 
IIThese parallels constitute a significant element in Kaiser's argu

mentation, because they show that Weise did indeed critically respond to the 
political situation of his t ime. Despite a considerable number of disapprov
ing reviews of Kaiser's argumentation, subsequent scholarship has largely 
failed to address Weise's reference to these political events. This reference is 
comradictory to Reichelt's contention that \'(leisewas in support of the landed 
gentry, since his choice of material heavily Implicates the landed gentry in 
the absolutist abuse of power, as Reichelt indi rectly argues himself (139-44). 

16T h rough the viceroy's daughterCel inde,'we learn "daB mei n Vater 
Befehl gab / den Fischerknechl m it den kostlichsten Weine zu REGAuren" 
(Werke I: 332). The verb "REGAUren" is derived from Regalim, a [lotion very 
impGrtam to Weise in his Politische Fragm (9- 11). Regaflen are the rights and 
symbols of official statesmanship and power. Since the word is derived from 
the Latin rex, it has maintai ned the meaning of "pertaining to the king" as 
well as "royal prerogative." T hus by accepting and consuming the wine, 
Masaniello takes on rOYJ.I righLS-an act t hat violates the chaner which the 
people of Naples gave him. 
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